


Maria Silvia Di Liscia's article deals with the intercession between the
medical practice and school, from the discussion on racial regeneration, at
the end of the 19th century and the first decades of the 20th century in
Argentina. Besides presenting an interface with the history of education,
the article provides incentives for comparative analyses between Brazil
and Argentina.

Vera Marques Beltrao's article investigates a field of analysis little
explored: the handbooks aimed at spreading scientific information,
specifically in the health area, in the 18th century. The interface with the
history of education and the circulation of knowledge is here under
discussion again, as there is an appropriation of academic knowledge by
the portion of the population distant from the privileged spaces of the
formation of knowledge.

Then, Flavio Coelho Edler’s text investigates the formation of concepts
in the history of health, specially the sociology of a discovery, with
ancylostomiasis under discussion. The author's material for analysis consists
of the publications and debates in the medical area presented to the
members of the Imperial Academy of Medicine and in the journal Gazeta
Médica da Bahia. The investigation proposed by Edler allows us to
conjecture a promising field of analysis, which is still not very much explored
in Brazil.

Yonissa Marmitt Wadi’s article, on the other hand, in a special way,
discusses the field of psychiatry retreating from the tradition of institutional
histories upon privileging the paradoxes of living in a psychiatric institution.
The medical discourses and practices are approached as they emerge not
through medical writing (treaties, reports, compendiums, prescriptions), but
through the writings of a patient, who used Pierina Cechini as her
pseudonym. The course that Yonissa Wadi presents us is at the same time
fascinating and impressive as she mixes a personal account, touching upon
the theme of mental institutions and their social repercussions.

To close this issue, there is Henrique Carneiro’s article "Sacred plants
in the history of America." In this article, the author investigates sacred plants
from the indigenous traditions from different regions of the Americas.

Institutional history, construction of concepts in the health area, and
medical practices are some of the themes we present in this issue. As a
field under construction, new issues should soon be presented with themes
involving the circulation of knowledge, history of diseases and conceptions
of body and health. We look forward to your cooperation,

Belo Horizonte, July/2004

BEeTANIA GONCALVES FIGUEIREDO
(editor)
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